
As  today  is  a day  of  con fess i o n,  there  is  a sin  that  mus t  con fess  to  you  th is  mo r n i n g .   It  
inv o l v e s  th is  red  boo k  that  I  ho ld  in  my  hand.   It  was  th is  boo k,  th is  ver y  same  boo k  that  I  
‘bo r r o w e d ’  from  my  temp l e  l ib ra r y  th i r t y  years  ago.   A l l o w  me  to  exp la i n  … The  boo k  in  
quest i o n  is  ent i t l e d,  M i c k e y  Ma r c us.   It  is  the  stor y  of  an  Ame r i c a n  Jew,  a Co l o ne l  in  the  
Ame r i c a n  A r me d  Forces.   He  was  a Wes t  Poin t  gradua te,  di rec t o r  of  the  New  Yo r k  
Pr ison  system  and  a l ibe ra t o r  of  Concen t r a t i o n  Camps.   A f t e r  WW I I ,  he  wen t  to  Israe l  to  
teach  the  Jews  how  to  f ig h t  in  wha t  wou l d  be  the  Wa r  of  Independen c e.   The  stor y  ends  
trag i ca l l y  as he  is  shot  by  fr iend l y  f i re  just  as the  f ig h t i n g  comes  to  an  end.   I  canno t  
suf f i c i e n t l y  exp ress  how  much  I  loved  th is  book.   I  can  sti l l  fee l  the  residue  of  those  
chi l d h o o d  emo t i o n s  when  I  open  it  afte r  so  many  years.   I  loved  M i c k e y  Ma r c us  and  his  
stor y  … for  wha t  it  said  to  me  about  wha t  k ind  of  person  I  hoped  to  become,  wha t  k ind  of  
Jew  I  hoped  to  become  and  wha t  kind  of  suppo r t e r  of  Israe l  I  hoped  to  become.   The  last  
l ines  of  the  boo k  succ i n c t l y  sum  it  al l  up:

“Yes,  M i c k e y  Ma r c us  was  a brave,  stron g  hero.   He  was  a hero  to  the  
Un i t e d  States  and  to  the  peop l e  of  Israe l.   We  shou l d  be  proud  of  th is  
brave  man  and  YO U  shou l d  try  to  be  as good  and  brave  as he  was!”

And  so,  I  took  out  the  book  from  my  temp l e ’s  lib ra r y ,  w i t h o u t  any  inten t i o n  of  retu r n i n g  
the  book  itse l f  or  retu r n i n g  al l  that  it  symbo l i z e d  to  me.   

Toda y,  at  th is  time  in  my  li fe  and  the  l i fe  of  our  peop le,  it  is  time  for  me  to  retu r n  it  … 
along  w i t h  those  cher i shed,  yet  na ïve  percep t i o n s  of  my  ch i l d h o o d.   Wha t  I  con fess  th is  
Yom  K i p p u r  mor n i n g  is  not  mere l y  the  transg ress i o n  of  an  overd ue  or  libe ra ted  lib ra r y  
boo k.   Wha t  fee ls  l i ke  a transg ress i o n  to  me  mo re  than  pi l f e r i n g  of  the  book  itse l f,  rela tes  
more  to  the  fee l i n gs  and  ideas  the  book  evo kes  w i t h i n  me.    M y  con fess i o n  reaches  much  
deeper  into  my  Jew ish  psyche  and  hits  much  closer  to  home.   I  con fess  my  amb i v a l e n ce,  
my  doub ts  and  my  inte r na l  strugg l es  in  regard  to  my  rela t i o n sh i p  w i t h  the  State  of  Israe l.  

I  am  gu i l t y  of  harbo r i n g  subve rs i v e  though t s  and  dist ress i n g  unce r t a i n t i es  towa r d s  our  
Jew is h  cause  and  the  miss i o n  of  our  peop le.   Th i s  bet ra ya l  has  not  mor p hed  into  any  
act i o ns  that  you  or  others  cou l d  w i t ness,  but  has  taken  roo t  and  sprou ted  in  my  hear t  and  
in  my  min d.   M y  sou l  is  tormen t e d  by  the  jar r i n g  dissonan ce  between  the  vo i ces  w i t h i n  
my  sou l  that  speak  to  me  of  dut y  and  loya l t y  and  those  vo i ces  that  gi ve  me  great  pause  in  
cons i de r i n g  State  of  Israe l  and  some  its  cho i ces  and  my  rela t i o n sh i p  to  it.

The  vo i ces  engage  in  heated  deba te  w i t h i n  my  hear t  as we  Jews  str i v e  to  cu l t i v a t e  our  
connec t i o n  to  the  Jew ish  State.   I  heard  them  as emai l s  arr i v e d  in  my  inbo x  imp l o r i n g  me  
to  log  on  and  vote  in  a CN N  pol l  gaug i n g  Ame r i c a n  suppo r t  of  Israe l ’s  recen t  war  w i t h  
Hezbo l l a h.   The  emai l s  rem i n d ed  me  that  we  mus t  show  the  wo r l d  that  Israe l  has  the  
suppo r t  of  the  Un i t ed  States  popu l a ce.   And  yet  there  was  a par t  of  me  that  wonde re d,  
“Since  when  do  the  act i o ns  of  a Jew ish  state  need  va l i da t i o n  via  CN N,  Fox  News  or  
MS N B C?”  … I  heard  these  vo i ces  as prom i n e n t  Jew is h  inst i t u t i o n s  in  the  Den ve r  
comm u n i t y  (the Rock y  Mou n t a i n  Rabb i n i c  Counc i l  among  them) planned  a ral l y  at  the  
State  Cap i t o l  agains t  ter ro r i sm  and  in  suppo r t  of  Israe l ’s  was  agains t  Hezbo l l a h.    It  was  a 
ral l y  organ i z ed  w i t h  other  inst i t u t i o n s,  l i ke  Fai t h  B ib l e  Chu r c h,  who  staunch l y  (as many  
other  fundame n t a l i s t  chu rc hes  do) suppo r t s  Israe l,  but  who  I  wou l d  endeavo r  to  say  
wou l d  not  be  so  suppo r t i v e  of  other  impo r t a n t  issues  – li ke  separa t i o n  of  Chu r c h  and  
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State,  Rep ro d u c t i v e  Righ ts,   Gay/Lesb i an  righ ts  - that  I  and  many  Jews  ho ld  near  and  
dear  to  the i r  hear ts  … I  heard  the  vo i ces  when   Jews  around  the  wo r l d  prom o t e d  and  
celeb ra ted  a speech  purpo r t e d l y  gi ven  by  Israe l i  Pr i me  M i n i s t e r  Ehud  Olme r t ,  in  wh i c h  
the  Israe l i  Pr i me  M i n i s t e r  bol d l y  and  stern l y  to ld  the  wo r l d  in  so  many  wo r ds,  “It  is  us  
aga ins t  the  wo r l d ,  once  again.   We  wi l l  do  wha te ve r  it  takes  to  pro tec t  ourse l ves  th is  time.  
You  are  w i t h  us, or  you  are  agains t  us.”   The  fr i g h t en i n g  par t  is  wh i l e  the  Pr ime  M i n i s t e r  
neve r  gave  that  we l l  ci rcu l a t ed  speech,  Jews  around  the  wo r l d  celeb ra ted  it.

One  of  the  vo i ces  engaged  in  my  inte r na l  dia l o g ue  con t i n ua l l y  rem i n ds  me  about  how  
comp l e x  and  di f f i c u l t  it  is  fo r  Israe l  to  even  exis t  w i t h  the  mess  in  the  M i d d l e  East  … of  
how  Israe l  hand les,  the  ugl y  but  necessar y  vu l ga r i t i e s  of  war  in  as mensch l i k i t e  of  a 
manne r  as poss ib l e  … of  how  hist o r y  and  con temp o r a r y  rheto r i c  rem i n ds  us  of  that  the  
red-eyed  mons te r  of  ant iseme t i s m  is  alwa y s  lu r k i n g .   Even  though  th is  vo i ce  makes  
sal ien t  po in ts  that  appea l  to  me  on  a few  leve ls,  when  it  comes  down  to  it  there  is  anothe r  
vo i ce  that  speaks  w i t h  a guarded,  yet  clear  conv i c t i o n    It  tel l s  me  that  I  canno t  w i t h  a 
who l e  hear t  or  clear  consc i en ce  sit  by  and  accep t  who  we  are  as a peop l e  and  whe re  we  
stand  at  th is  momen t  in  time.

Th i s  mo r n i n g ’ s  To rah  por t i o n  di rec t l y  add resses  whe re  and  how  we  stand  as a peop le.  
Th i s  mo r n i n g ’ s  excerp t  from  the  book  of  Deu te r o n o m y  rel i v es  the  momen t  that  our  
ancesto rs  stood  at  Sina i,  in  the i r  un i t y  and  di ve rs i t y ,  and  heard  God ’s  chal le n ges  to  
choose  l i fe  by  l i v i n g  a li fe  of  god l i n ess.   The  To rah  beg i ns,  “Atem ntzavim hayom – You  
al l  stand  here  th is  day.”   It  appea rs  that  th is  momen t  in  wh i c h  the  peop le  stand  at  Sina i  
befo re  God,  is  one  of  glo r y  and  of  spi r i t ua l  atta i nme n t .   And  yet,  the  ent i re  book  of  
Deu te r o n o m y  is  one  con t i n u o u s  chast i semen t ,  so  wh y  wou l d  th is  mome n t  be  di f f e re n t.  
Rabb i  Ab r a ham  Twe r s k i  teaches  us  that  it  is  not  any  di f f e r en t.

In  the  eth i ca l  To rah  wr i t i n g s  it  is  of ten  stated  that  ange ls  are  refe r red  to  as 
omdim (stand i n g) wh i l e  peop l e  are  refe r red  to  as holchilm (progress i ng) … 
ange ls  are  stat i o na r y ,  because  they  can  neve r  imp r o v e  themse l v e s  … 
Human  beings  by  con t ras t,  have  great  poten t i a l  fo r  sel f- imp r o v e m e n t ,  and  
shou l d  alwa y s  be  mak i n g  prog ress  in  per fec t i n g  themse l v e s.   (In the  
To rah) Moses  tel ls  the  Israe l i t es,  “Loo k  how  lax  you  are!  You  are  
stand i n g  in  a stat i o na r y  pos i t i o n  be fo re  God,  instead  of  prog ress i n g.  
Ever y o ne  seems  to  have  found  a niche  in  wh i c h  he  or  she  feels  
com f o r t a b l e,  and  no  one  is  mak i n g  an  ef f o r t  to  eleva te  himse l f  or  herse l f  
beyond  the  nex t  leve l  of  spi r i t u a l i t y  wh i c h  has  alread y  been  ach ie ve d.”

The  Israe l i t es,  in  spi te  of  the  fac t  that  they  stood  at  Sina i,  awa i t i n g  to  encoun te r  the  
presence  of  the  di v i n e,  were  stand i n g  sti l l .   They  were  not  prog ress i n g.   The y  were  caugh t  
up  in  whe re  they  had  been  and  how  that  def i ne d  them.   

A re  we  stand i n g  sti l l?   The  sett i n g  appears  nob le  and  glo r i o u s,  as we  stand  today  seek i n g  
to  suppo r t  Israe l  in  its  time  of  need,  promo t i n g  the  surv i v a l  of  our  peop le  and  our  fa i t h;  
and  being  reso l v e d  to  use  wha te ve r  means  necessar y.     And  yet,  are  we  prog ress i n g  - are  

Y K  5767  (Stop  Stand i n g  St i l l).doc
Page  2 of  5



we  holchim?  Or,  are  we  omdim - stand i n g  sti l l ,  stuc k  in  a way  of  doin g  th i ngs  and  seeing  
th in gs  that  keeps  us  from  real i z i n g  our  spi r i t ua l  poten t i a l?   

Wha t  is  keep i n g  us  stuck?   How  do  we  get  mo v i n g?   One  of  the  reasons  that  we  humans  
f in d  such  a cha l l e n ge  in  prog ress i n g  spi r i t u a l l y  is  the  inheren t  di f f i c u l t y  in  doi ng  so. 
Some t i m es  it  takes  years,  decades  and  even  genera t i o n s  to  tru l y  get  mov i n g .    And  we  
Jews  have  of ten  found  ourse l ves  at  the  hear t  of  such  prog ress.   

Th ro u g h o u t  the  histo r y  of  human  civ i l i z a t i o n ,  Jews  have  been  at  the  hear t  of  moveme n t s  
that  iden t i f y  and  then  integ ra te  rad i ca l  and  prog ress i ve  ideas  into  the  wo r l d .   The  
corne rs t on e  of  th is  spi r i t  is  the  sacred  dia l o g u e  in  wh i c h  we  as a peop le  have  engaged  
over  time.   In  such  a dia l o g u e  we  honest l y  exam i n e  and,  when  appro p r i a t e,  cha l le n ge  the  
stagnan t  status  quo  w i t h i n  our  comm u n i t y  or  w i t h i n  the  wo r l d .    We l l ,  perhaps  it  is  time  
to  get  ourse l v es  and  the  wo r l d  mov i n g  once  again  …. perhaps  it  is  time  for  some  new  
rad i ca l  ideas  … ones  that  can  mo t i v a t e  and  anima te  us, ones  that  can  make  us  holchim 
once  again.   

Th i s  mo r n i n g  I  of f e r,  two  imped i m e n t s,   to  th is  sacred  dia l og ue  towa r d  prog ress,  two  
stumb l i n g  bloc ks  to  our  fo r w a r d  moveme n t :   The  stumb l i n g  bloc k  of  par t i c u l a r i s m  and  
the  imped i m e n t  of  vio l en ce.

The  stumb l i n g  bloc k  of  par t i c u l a r i s m  stands  in  the  way  of  the  prog ress i o n  of  the  Jew is h  
comm u n i t y  and  of  human i t y  as a who l e.   Indeed,  the  spi r i t  of  the  Jew is h  peop l e  is  one  
that  env i s i o n s  not  a T i k k u n  Am  – a heal i n g  of  a people, but  a T i k k u n  Olam  – a heal i n g  of  
the  world.  It  is  not  one  that  is  onl y  focused  on  the  surv i v a l  of  the  Jew ish  peop le  … but  
on  the  trans f o r m a t i o n  of  human i t y .   Ma r t i n  Bube r,  in  1946  penned  these  thoug h t s  on  the  
Jew is h  spi r i t  and  its  place  among  the  nat i o n s  of  the  wo r l d .

… if  the  spi r i t  of  Israe l  is  no  more  to  us  that  the  syn the t i c  persona l i t y  of  
our  nat i o n,  no  more  than  a fine  jus t i f i c a t i o n  for  our  col l ec t i v e  ego ism  … 
than  we  are  indeed  l i ke  unto  al l  the  nat i o ns:  and  we  are  dr i n k i n g  toget he r  
w i t h  them  from  the  cup  that  ineb r i a tes.   And  when  we  grow  drun k  after  
the i r  fash i o n,  we  become  weake r  than  any  other  nat i o n,  we  fin d  ourse l v es  
ent i re l y  defense less  in  the i r  hands  … 
(Buber  – Essays  in  Time  of  Cr is i s  – 1946)

As  impo r t a n t  as the  State  of  Israe l  is  to  us  and  to  so  many  peop le,  i f  we  as Jews  fo r ge t  
that  it  and  wha t  it  stands  fo r  are  a par t  of  a larger  m iss i o n,  a larger  tru t h  … then  we  lose  
touch  w i t h  our  greates t  dreams.   I f  we  become  sole l y  or  ma i n l y  comm i t t e d  to  our  phys i ca l  
surv i v a l ,  then  wha t  time  and  energ y  is  le f t  to  devo te  to  the  heal i n g  of  the  wo r l d?   Be i n g  
conce r ne d  on l y  w i t h  ourse l v es,  is  akin  to  stand i n g  sti l l .

The  presence  of  vio l e n ce  in  our  wo r l d  serves  as the  mos t  sign i f i c a n t  imped i m e n t  towa r d  
the  evo l u t i o n  of  the  human  race.   Who  bette r,  than  we  Jews  – the  source  of  some  of  our  
civ i l i z a t i o n ’ s  mos t  cher i she d  va lues  of  just i ce  and  fa i r ness  to  take  anothe r  page  from  the  
boo k  of  prog ress  and  rad i ca l  ideas  to  env is i o n  a wor l d  w i t h o u t  vio l en ce.   The  cha l l e n ge  
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here  is,  that  we  are  so  embed ded  in  our  manne r  of  seeing  the  wo r l d  and  our  cond i t i o n  in  
it,  that  it  is  di f f i c u l t  even  to  imag i ne.   Even  now,  as the  idea  is  prop osed,  many  of  you  are  
cons i de r i n g  the  albe i t  few,  but  leg i t i m a t e  times  that  vio l en ce  is  cal led  fo r  and  even  
needed  … in  the  face  of  ev i l  l i ke  H i t l e r,  on  the  verge  of  ann ih i l a t i o n  or  in  the  shado w  of  a 
cul t u re  who  seeks  our  dest ruc t i o n  and  does  not  play  ‘wa r ’  by  the  estab l i s he d  ru les  of  
fa i r ness  and  equ i t y .   And  yet,  even  these  suppos i t i o n s  are  made  w i t h i n  a wo r l d v i e w  that  
accep ts  some  vio l en ce  as necessar y.   Perhaps,  now  is  the  time  to  ask  the  quest i o n,  why?   

Dr  Ma r t i n  Lu t he r  K i n g ,  Jr. ref le c t ed  upon  th is  quest i o n  upon  rece i v i n g  the  Nobe l  Peace  
Pr ize  in  1964:

A f t e r  con temp l a t i o n ,  I  conc l u d e  that  th is  award,  wh i c h  I  rece i ve  on  beha l f  
of  that  movem en t ,  is  a pro f o u n d  recogn i t i o n  that  non v i o l e n ce  is  the  answe r  
to  the  cruc i a l  pol i t i c a l  and  mora l  quest i o ns  of  our  time:  the  need  fo r  man  
to  over c ome  oppress i o n  and  vio l en ce  w i t h o u t  resor t i n g  to  vio l en ce  and  
opp ress i o n.  

Ci v i l i z a t i o n  and  vio l en ce  are  ant i t he t i c a l  concep ts.  Neg r oes  of  the  Un i t e d  
States,  fo l l o w i n g  the  peop le  of  Ind ia,  have  demons t r a t ed  that  non v i o l e n ce  
is  not  ster i l e  passi v i t y ,  but  a powe r f u l  mora l  force  wh i c h  makes  for  soc ia l  
trans f o r m a t i o n .  Soone r  or  later,  al l  the  peop les  of  the  wo r l d  w i l l  have  to  
disco ve r  a way  to  l i ve  toge the r  in  peace,  and  thereb y  trans f o r m  th is  
pend i n g  cosm i c  elegy  into  a creat i v e  psalm  of  bro the r h o o d.  I f  th is  is  to  be  
ach ie ve d,  man  must  evo l v e  for  al l  human  con f l i c t  a meth o d  wh i c h  rejec ts  
revenge,  aggress i o n,  and  reta l i a t i o n.  The  founda t i o n  of  such  a meth o d  is  
love …

… I  refuse  to  accep t  the  idea  that  the  "is-ness"  of  man's  presen t  natu re  
makes  him  mora l l y  incapab l e  of  reach i n g  up  for  the  eterna l  "ough t- ness"  
that  fore ve r  con f r o n t s  him …

… I  refuse  to  accep t  the  view  that  man k i n d  is  so  trag i ca l l y  bound  to  the  
star less  mid n i g h t  of  rac ism  and  war  that  the  br i g h t  dayb rea k  of  peace  and  
bro t he r h o o d  can  neve r  become  a real i t y …

… I  bel ie ve  that  unarme d  tru th  and  uncond i t i o n a l  love  w i l l  have  the  f ina l  
wo r d  in  real i t y .  Th is  is  wh y  righ t,  tempo ra r i l y  defeated,  is  stronge r  than  
evi l  tr iu m p h a n t .

… I  sti l l  bel ie ve  that  one  day  mank i n d  w i l l  bow  befo re  the  altars  of  God  
and  be  crow ne d  tr ium p h a n t  over  war  and  bloodshed  and  non v i o l e n t  
redemp t i v e  good w i l l  proc l a i m e d  the  ru le  of  the  land …

… I  sti l l  bel ie ve  that  we  shal l  overc om e.  
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Perhaps  it  is  time  for  us  as a peop l e  to  invo ke  our  spi r i t  of  change  and  prog ress  and  wo r k  
towa r d  ove rco m i n g  the  sway  that  vio l e n ce  ho lds  on  our  wo r l d .   As  long  as vio l en ce  
rema i n s  an  opt i o n  in  response  to  con f l i c t ,  human i t y  is  stand i n g  sti l l .     

The  quest i o n s  and  chal l e n ges  inheren t  in  such  a dia l o g ue  are  ev iden t ;  they  mi r r o r  the  
debate  between  the  comba t i v e  vo i ces  w i t h i n  me.   Ho w  can  I  suggest  that  we  keep  our  
m iss i o n  focused  on  the  ent i re  wo r l d ,  there  are  those  in  our  wo r l d  that  wou l d  soone r  for ge t  
or  remo v e  us  from  it,  rathe r  than  l i ve  in  the  wor l d  we  env is i o n?   How  can  I  stand  here  
th is  day  and  speak  of  non-v io l e n ce,  when  the  safet y  and  secur i t y  of  the  state  of  Israe l  lies  
in  the  balance?   I  am  torn,  because  I  fee l  the  strong  pul l  to  tel l  you  to  send  mone y  to  
Israe l  and  vote  in  the  CN N  pol l s  and  attend  the  ral l i es  demons t r a t i n g  to  the  wo r l d  that  we  
are  uni te d  and  toge the r.   As  strong  as I  fee l  that  pu l l  … I  fee l  the  force  of  somet h i n g  else  
speak i n g  to  me.   It  tel ls  me  that  Israe l,  the  state,  may  w i n  th is  war  in  wh i c h  they  are  
engaged  and  fur t he r  secure  the i r  surv i v a l ,  but  Israe l,  the  peop le,  canno t  w i n  th is  war  or  
any  war  f ig h t i n g  in  th is  manne r.   The re  is  some  other  theate r  of  war f a r e  to  wh i c h  we  mus t  
attend.   No  mat te r  the  ci rcu ms t a n ce  of  our  pred i came n t ,  no  mat te r  how  deep l y  how  we  
seem  entrenc hed  by  the  situa t i o n  or  even  w i t h i n  our  own  natu re.   We  mus t  not  be  omdim, 
and  str i v e  to  be  holchim.

My  wo r ds,  my  though t s,  my  strugg l es  th is  mo r n i n g  may  com f o r t  some  and  cha l l e n ge  
some.   In  shar i n g  w i t h  you  th is  sacred  mo r n i n g ,  I  take  a risk  in  the  spi r i t  of  true  dia l o g ue.  
Th i s  mo r n i n g  as I  humb l y  beg in  th is  discuss i o n,  may  we  as a synago gue  and  as a 
comm u n i t y ,  con t i n u e  it  in  earnest.   Ta l k  to  me,  tal k  to  one  anothe r  …let ’s  get  mov i n g  
once  again.

Toda y  it  is  time  fo r  me  to  retu r n  th is  book  … but  I  wonde r  i f  I  need  to  retu r n  it  and  al l  
that  it  means  to  me.   The  wo r ds  at  its  conc l us i o n  cha l l e n ge  me,  to  be  as Good  and  Brave  
as M i c k e y  Ma r c us  was.    It  may  be  that  at  his  time  and  his  place  his  act i o ns  were  how  one  
acted  w i t h  streng t h,  courage  and  compass i o n.   For  us, streng t h,  brave r y  and  cou rage  may  
take  a di f f e r en t  fo rm.   Perhaps,  fo r  us  Ame r i c a n  Jews,  fo r  us  Jews  to  be  as good  and  
brave  as he  was  … means  to  not  let  ourse l ves  be  omdim – ones  who  stand  sti l l ,  and  str i v e  
to  be  holchim – ones  who  prog ress.   Such  an  unde r t a k i n g  requ i r es  us  to  face  the  same  
risks  and  dange rs  that  he  faced.   It  also  necess i ta tes  embod y i n g  the  streng t h,  compass i o n  
and  cou rage  that  M i c k e y  Ma r c us  possessed.   Even  though  I  mus t  gi ve  the  boo k  and  much  
of  wha t  it  represen ts  back,  it  is  these  tra i ts  that  not  on l y  w i l l  I  keep,  but  I  must  keep.   Ma y  
we  encoun te r  that  streng t h,  that  compass i o n  and  that  cou rage  in  abundan ce  as we  str i v e  
stop  stand i n g  sti l l  and  to  move  for wa r d  into  our  poten t i a l  and  into  our  dest i n y .
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